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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 



Cited on the accompanying form PTO-1449 are references that may be deemed pertinent to the 
examination of this application. Copies of the cited references are also enclosed. 



The XES component (112) referenced in the specification appeared in Version 2, Release 9 of 
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the IBM operating system OS/390. Release 9 became generally available March 31, 2000, as 
detailed in a Software Announcement (200-030) dated February 29, 2000, cited on the 
accompanying Form PTO-1449). Release 9 was also mentioned as a future release in an earlier 
Software Announcement (299-234) for Release 8, dated August 24, 1999 and cited on the 
accompanying Form PTO-1449. However, as indicated on page 14 of the 2000 Software 
Announcement, Release 9 could not be ordered until March 17, 2000. Accordingly, Release 9 of 
OS/390 was not "on sale" under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) before March 17, 2000. 

Applicants believe that no processing fee is due under 37 CFR § 1.1 7(p) since this paper is being 
submitted before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits. However, if a processing 
fee is due in connection with the submission of this paper, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any application processing fees due, and credit any overpayment to, Deposit 
Account No. 09-0463. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted. 



DAVID A. ELKO et al. 
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